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The following report has been prepared in December 2021 by Armenia 2041 Foundation. The
data and findings presented in the report belong to Armenia 2041 Foundation.
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Executive Summary

The following report presents the results and main findings of the 2022 State
Budget Opinion Survey conducted between the signatories of the Future Armenian
campaign, through Survey Monkey platform and disseminated through emails
provided by the signatories. The online survey was open from December 13, 2021,
to December 29, 2021, available in three languages — Armenian, English, Russian.
95% of the respondents preferred English as the primary survey language.

We received 664 responses to our survey with 67% Male and 33% Female gender
distribution. Most of the respondents are from Armenia (34%), followed by 3 in 10
from USA (27%), and the rest coming from other countries.

The survey is part of a sequence of surveys aimed at discovering public opinion on
the overall situation and key obstacles of Future Armenian’s priority fields. The
survey results would be used as a baseline for the expert group discussions and
other follow-up activities.

For the following survey, the respondents were provided with a summary
information and comparison of the 2022 State Budget with the budgets of previous
years (see the appendix for the summary information).

The main results of the survey are the following:

» Prior to the survey, 6 in 10 of the respondents (63%) were not aware of the
2022 State Budget being discussed.

» Only the quarter of the respondents (24%) agree that 2022 Budget corresponds
to the current reality and future challenges.

» Investing into protecting borders and security (55%) is of utmost priority.

» 4 in 10 of the respondents (43%) believe in the positive effect of the 50,000
AMD financial support per child and 6 in 10 of the respondents (57%) believe
that more money shall be allocated for low-income families.

» Defense shall be the top priority area in the 2022 State Budget, with the second
and third priority being education and incentivizing the economy.

» 6 in 10 (61%) agree that the government should be actively involved In the
country’s economic growth

» About 4 in 10 (36%) agree that only with foreign aid will Armenia be able to
propel its economy forward
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34 000+ emails sent

664 responses received

2% response rate

Level of Employment
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Main area of expertise
High Tech and Telecommunications
Finance, Banking
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Healthcare
Commerce and Retail
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Construction, Architecture and Engineering
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Age Distribution

Under 18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64

[Base size=497, response rate = 75%]

Country Distribution

Canada
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Russia,4%

Armenia
34% Germany,3%

nt,... Other (Less than
3% each)
18%

UK,3%

[Base size=664, response rate = 100%)]

8.9%

8

o

B Armenia M Other

Other (less than 3% each), also includes Public Administration (2.2%), Civil Society (1.5%), Tourism and

Hospitality (1.5%), Agriculture and Agrob

usiness (1.3%) and Culture and Heritage Preservation (0.9%).
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of the 2022 State Budget being discussed

Q: Prior to this survey, were you aware that the draft 2022 State Budget was presented and
discussed in the National Assembly in the Fall of 20217

Armenia Other countries

Unable to Unable to
recall recall

14% 13%

[Base size=664, response rate = 100%]

» Prior to the survey, most of the respondents (63%) were not aware of the happenstance on
2022 RA Budget

» The picture was different between the respondents from Armenia and other countries.
While half of the respondents in Armenia were aware (49%) of the developments of 2022
State Budget, about 7 in 10 respondents from other countries (69%) have not heard or
were unable to recall.
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Only 2 in 10 think that 2022 Budget corresponds to
the current reality and future challenges

Q: We would like to know your views on the State Budget. Which of the following statements
is closer to your views?

All respondents

The budget does not The budget realistically
correspond to the represents and
country’s current 53% 24% addresses the country’s
reality and future current situation and
challenges future opportunities

[Base size=481, response rate = 72 %]

» Over half of the respondents (53%) think that the 2022 Budget does not address the current reality and
future challenges of Armenia

» Only a quarter of the respondents (24%) agreed with the 2022 Budget’s validity to address the
challenges and consider the current reality of Armenia.

» 22% of the respondents remained neutral towards the two statements, preferring the option in between

Armenia

Other countries

» For respondents in Armenia, the outlook on 2022 State Budget was slightly keener towards the budget’s
not corresponding to the reality and future challenges (59%) as compared to respondents from other
countries (50%).

» 27% of respondents from other countries think that 2022 State Budget has a realistic representation of
the country’s current situation and future opportunities as compared to the 19% from Armenia.
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Investing into protecting borders and
security Is of utmost priority

Q: What would you say is of highest priority for securing Armenia’s future?

Investing into protecting Armenian borders and security 55%

Investing in high quality education for all children 21%

Investing in scientific research and high-tech 15%

Encouraging people to have more children %

Investing in infrastructure like roads

Investing in accessible healthcare system for all citizens |
Don't know I 1%

[Base size=481, response rate = 72 %]

» Investing into protecting Armenian borders and security is considered to be the single most
important issue for the Government to tackle in its 2022 Budget, with more than half of
respondents (55%) naming it as the highest priority issue. When asked to select one issue,
more respondents selected that issue than all other areas.

» Views of respondents from Armenia and other countries are similar

» The top 3 priority investment areas are: Armenian borders and security (55%), high quality

education for all children (21%), and investment in scientific research and high tech (15%).
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On 2022 inflation, there is no prevailing opinion
on what inflation means to the respondents

Q: We would like to know your views on the 2022 Inflation. Which of the following statements
is closer to your views?

All respondents

In 2022, inflation will
be one of the most
serious challenges for
me and my family

In 2022, inflation will
not affect my family’s
standard of living and
purchase capacity

[Base size=481, response rate = 72 %]

» The views on 2022 inflation are equally distributed between all the respondents.

Armenia

Other countries

» 3in 10 of both respondents from Armenia and other countries think that the inflation will not affects
their and their family’s standard of living.

» 40% and 30% of respondents respectively from Armenia and other countries think that the inflation will
be among the most serious challenges for them and their family.
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4 in 10 of the respondents believe in the positive
effect of the 50,000 AMD financial support per child

Q: Starting in 2022, the Government proposes to pay monthly 50,000 AMD financial support
per child to families with three children and above until they reach the age of 6. Which of
the following statements is closer to your views?

[Base size=481, response rate = 72 %]

All respondents

The new payment will
provide financial support
and necessary
encouragement to
enlarge family size

This new payment will
not change the
situation of birth rates
in Armenia

» 4 in 10 of the respondents believe that the new payment will provide enough financial support to
encourage family enlargement.

» Respondents in Armenia presented balanced views on whether the financial incentive is sufficient to
grow Armenian families - 37% said it would be a good incentive, while a slightly higher number (40%)
said it would not be enough to encourage family enlargement (-3 percentage points)

» The situation is different in the Diaspora - many more people think that it would be a good incentive
(+14 percentage points)

Armenia

Other countries
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6 in 10 believe the proposed child incentive should
go to low-income families only

Q: Starting in 2022, the Government proposes to pay monthly 50,000 AMD financial support
per child to families with three children and above until they reach the age of 6. Which of
the following statements is closer to your views?

All respondents

More money should be
allocated to low-income
families compared to
well-off families.

[Base size=481, response rate = 72 %]

Equal allocation of
monthly 50 000 AMD for
third child across the
population is a good
example of equality and
social justice.

» About 6 in 10 of the respondents believe that more money shall be allocated to low-income families,

instead of 50,000 AMD equal allocation.
» Only a quarter of respondents think that the monthly payment needs to be paid out to all, irrespective

of the level of income

Armenia

Other countries

» Responses for both categories are equally proportionate.
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Defense shall be the focus area in the

2022 State Budget

Q: What should be the focus area of the 2022 budget? Please, prioritize up to 3 options from
the list below.

Area Priority1 Priority2 Priority 3 Re::;ilses
Defense 63% 12% 17%
Social Welfare and Support 2% 7% 10%
Education 16% 35% 21%
Incentivizing the Economy 8% 18% 21%
Environment 1% 1% 4% 479
Healthcare 2% 7% 11%
Public Governance 2% 4% 8%

[Base size=481, response rate = 72 %]

» 6 in 10 of the respondents (63%) think defense is of utmost priority.

» Education (35%) is the second priority area for the 2022 State Budget

» For the third priority, the respondents have chosen incentivizing the economy
(21%), however, efforts on improving the diaspora engagement is also

highlighted among the priorities (19%)
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51in 10 of the respondents believe that budget
allocation on security and defense are more
crucial than on education and social welfare

Q: Suppose the choice of budget allocation was between defense, security on one side
and education, social welfare on the other. Which of the following statements is closer to
your views?

All respondents

The Budget should focus
on promoting and
encouraging healthy,
educated and skilled
citizens for the economy
of the future

Security and defense
should be the priority
areas for the Budget
allocations in 2022

[Base size=481, response rate = 72 %]

» Over 5 in 10 of the respondents (54%) believe that the priority shall be put on security and defense
more than the encouragement of healthy, educated and skilled citizens (25%).

Armenia

Other countries

» 6in 10 of the respondents from other countries (58%) and about 5 in 10 of the respondents from
Armenia (46%) are keen towards security and defense as priority of 2022 State Budget.

» 3in 10 of the respondents from both categories highlighted that encouragement of healthy, educated
and skilled citizens shall be of higher priority in State Budget relative to security and defense.
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6 in 10 agree that the government should be
actively involved In the country’s economic growth

Q: We would like to know your views on the government’s involvement in the country’s
economic growth. Which of the following statements is closer to your views?

All respondents

The government should The. gove:'rnment SITOUId

just leave the people to . . actively intervene in an

do what is best for them L% oRe effort to make people’s
lives better

[Base size=481, response rate = 72 %]

» 6.in 10 of the respondents (61%) believe that government should be actively involved in an effort to
make people’s lives better and the economy stronger

» Responses for both categories are equally proportionate.

Armenia

Other countries
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The views on incentivization of Armenia’s economy
through the foreign aid are more or less balanced

Q: Both the EU and Russia had the announcement in 2021 to provide various types of
financial (loans and grants) and economic support to Armenia, €2.6 billion and $3.2 million,
respectively. Which of the following statements Is closer to your views?

All respondents

Only with foreign aid will
Armenia be able to
create the growth drivers
to propel its economy
forward

EU and Russia aid will
not be able to incentivize
the economy nor create
sustainable growth

[Base size=481, response rate = 72 %]

» Regarding the foreign aid, about 4 in 10 of the respondents (37%) are unable to incline towards any of
the statements

» Respondents were more inclined towards foreign aid as the only way that Armenian can create growth
drivels to drive its economy forwards (36%).

Armenia

Other countries

» Respondents from other countries (41%) are more inclined towards the foreign aid’s positive effect,
» Whereas respondents from Armenia (36%) think that the foreign aid will be unable to incentivize the
economy and create sustainable growth
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Dear The FUTURE ARMENIAN zisnatary,

W appreciate your ensoing interast and willinsne:s to enzaze with the Initiativa,

Ths FUTURE ARMEMNIAW infends o regularly consult itz sigmatosies on izsues of vifal impeortance for Ammenin and

Armeniaps incloding the 135 Goals, as wall 22 preszing national izsues and imtenational topics

Az vou may ba zware, on December 08 the Wational Azsembly of Armenia approwed the draft l2w on the State Budset for 2022

presantad by the Government

In this shert survey, we 2:k your opinion: about imporiant aspects of the govemment's spandins plan: for 2022, Tha resulis of

thiz survey will be shared on The FUTURE APMENIAN website and social media

Thank vou!
Inmitiative Team
L4

Far vour infarmation, below are some key facts about the Budget 2022

Table 1. Armenian State Budget Expenditures by Sector 2021-2022

Sector 2021 2022 | % change
(min UsSD) iplanned)

Defense B2 711 11%
Welfare 1,037 1,194 15%
Education 316 397 25%
Agriculture {7 49 5%
Hi-tech 47 87 B6%
Healthcare 242 253 4%
RA Government Reserve 2 141 1682%
Table 2. Armenian State Budget Deficit 2021-2022

Aspect Spending 2021 2022 |%change
(min USD) (planned)
Expenditures 1,809 4,506 18, 3%
Revenues 3,107 4,006 28.9%
Deficit 703 500 -28.8%]|

Sournoe” HET Evplanation of the Budeet, The Govemment of the RA (2021)

=

*1

Prior to this survey, wene you aware that the draft 2023 State Budget was presented and discussed in the Mational Asz=mbly in the

Fall of 20217
L2

) s
() e

() Done remember/ unaibe to recall
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= 1. We would ke to know your views on the State Budget. . Whach of the following statements is closer bo your views?

Oini s scate ol 1 to 5. please dhoose the statement closer o your view, whene 1 mears you agres completely with the statement on
fthe ledt and 5 means you sgres completely with the statement on the right. And if your wiews fall someshers in betwesn, you can
choose any number in betwesn. &2 4

1. 2007 Bludged Goes w0t Correspond 1o 5. 2022 Buidget roalistically represenis
the country’s oumreat reallty and futare and addresses the Country’s curment
challenges 3 shizasion and future opportunities

L [ ] ]l_l

* 3. What would you say is of highest priority for securing Armenia’s futured Please s=iect one respanse only. e

D Inwesting b high guality cduration dor all children

() imwesting intn protecTing AFMCNAIn HOFErS S sovurity of the Armenian wiitd
D Imvesting in accemible healtheare system Tor 2 citizens

() Encouraging peopls to have mare children

() Imwesting in infrastroctre lke roads

() Investing in scientific rescarch and Righ-tech

() Den't know

* i, We would Hke bo know your views on the 2022 Inflation. Which of the following statemenis iz closer to your views?

O & scate of 1to 5, plesse choose the statement closer to your view, whene 1 mears. you agres ompletely with the statement on
the left and 5 means you agres completely with the statement on the rght. And il your wiews Fall somewheres in betwesn, you can
chopse sy number in between. 0

1. In 202, inflation will be ona of 5. Im 2022, Intlation will not aMect my
the mest sericus challonges Tor e and Tamiky™s szandard of Niving 3md purchasa
my Famity 3 capacity.

L[ i -] ]|_|

*35. Starting in 2022, the Government proposss Lo pay monthly 50,000 AMD financial support per child to families with thres children
and above until they reach the age of 6. Which of the following statements is dioser 1o your viswsd

On 2 scale of 1 te 5, please choose the statement closer to your view, where 1 mears you egree completely with the stat=ment on
the left and 5 means you sgres completely with the statement on the right. And if your views fall somewhers in betwesn, you can
chooss any number in between. 52 0

5. To many Tamilkes, tha new payment

will provigo Fnaocial supEoet and

1. Thix o payment will not change Nty encoufagemant o enlarge
the situation of birth rates fn Armenla 3 thizir slze.

L [ ] ]|_|

* &. Starting in 2022, the Govermment proposes to pay monthly 50,000 AMD financial support per child to families with thres children
and above until they reach the age of 6. Which of the following statements & closer to ypour views?

On 2 scale of 1 to 5, please choose the statement closer to your view, where 1 mears you egree completely with the stat=ment on

the left and 5 means you egres completely with the statement on the right. And if your wiews lall somewheres in betwesn, you czn
chooee any mumber in betwesn. 520

5. Equal allecation of monthly 50000

1. More monsy shaoeild bz allecatod to AMD Toer third ciild across tha
e - BraC i P lies compared o weill: popuation & a good oxsmpds of
T Tamiilas. 3 gty and sociak Justice.

L L ]|_| 15
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Appendix 1: Survey Questionnaire [3/4]

* 7. What should be the focus apeas of the 20287 budget? Please, prioritize up to 1 optiors from the =t below. 23

Selott Pricerty Hoomiboe

Deferes

Soclal wotfare and support
Education

inceneivizing the economy
Enwirnnmeit

Healthoan

Fublic govermance

Improeement ol Dizpon
chgagement

o] [o][a] (o] [] [o] [e][o]

* 8. Suppose the choice of budg=t allocation was between defense, security on one side and education, social welfares on the
other. Whach of the following statements is closer 1o your views?

On & seade af 1 to 5, plesse choose the stistement closer bo your view, whers 1 mears you agres completely with the statement on
the k=t and 5 rmeana you agres campletely with the statement an the right. And il your wiews fall somewhere in betwesn, you can
chop=e sy mumber in betwesn. 57 1

5. The Budget shasld Tocus on
1. Secwrity and defense showld b tho promoting and encouraging healtsy,
priority aroas Tor the Bedget edocatod and skllled clifzens Tor tha
allocations n 2022 3 oconamy of 1k futura

L L ]I_I

* 4. We would like to know your views on the government’s involvement in the country's economic growth. Which of the following
statements is closer 80 your wisws?

On & scade of 1 to 5, please choose the siatement closer to your view, whese 1 mears you egres ompletety with the statement on
the l=ft and 5 means you agres completely with the statement an the right. &nd if your wiews fall someshere in betwesn, you can
chooss smy mumbier in between. 0 0

5. The gowdmment should Jctivedy
1. The gowernment should just leawe Imterveni in an effert 00 mako poaple’s
thiz pazeopebe b Do wihat s best o them 3 Hiwes bebter

[ L ]|_|

*10. Both the EU and Ruresia had the announcement in 2011 to provide wanous types of financial (loans and grants} and sconomic
support to Armenia, £2_6 billion and 532 million respectively. Which of the following ststements is dioser to your views?

On & scade af 1 o3, please choose the statement closer bo your view, whers 1 mears you agres completely with the statement on
the k=t and 3 rme=ana you egres campletely with the statement an the right. And il your wiews fall somewshere in betwesn, you can
choose amy number in between. 2 2

1. EU) and Russia akd annowncod fn the

past fow manths will mot be abile to 5. Onedy with Toraign ahd willl Armendy
CEnVIZE Eh DOONDmY Hor Ceats bz 3l 1 Croat th growih drives o
sutainable growth 3 propel Ity poonday forwand

( [ 1 ) |_|
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In theza lzst questiars we would liks to leam mors aboot yoo 57 0

11. Which of the following best describies your emplioyment status? 2

() Full time emplayed ) Student
() Fart time cmployed ) Retiod
{) Sctf- employed ) Homemaker

() Dwmeraf busincss

() Dtter ipicase specity)

1Z. Job title S 4

13. Hame of the company whene you wark o4

4. Pirase select one of the optiors. that best describes your area of expertise, $o

() Agriculture and Agrobusiness

) Arts and Humanities

) Ol Society

) Commenos snd Retal

(7)) tenstruction, Architecturs and Engincering
) Culture and Heritage Preservaticn

i) Education

() Finance, Banking

) Healsheare

i) High Tech and Telocommusications

() industry (Preduction and Manufacturing)
[} Fublic Adminksration

) Schence

[ Tiouriom and Hespltainy

[ Otter, please specily

| 17




